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A D.I.Y. 
Bookmark 

Weaving Loom
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A free gift from 
TangleCrafts!

This budget weaving 
experience will teach 
you how to weave a 
bookmark on almost 
anything with your 
leftover yarns and 
threads.

Follow the easy 
instructions to construct 
your loom, then learn 
2 different ways to 
warp and weave a 
bookmark. 

             

Construct your 
Bookmark Loom

Template & instructions © TangleCrafts, 2008

The border of this column is 
your weaving loom template. 
 
Find a piece of sturdy card.  

Because the loom is long and 
narrow, it is important that the 
card is fairly rigid, or it will bow 
as you weave (although a little 
flexibility is fine), and will not 
keep the warp taut..

Art mountboard or foam-core 
board are ideal, but don't buy 
them specially.  

Instead, glue a couple of thinner 
pieces of card together: 
try cutting card from a cereal 
box, or other miscellaneous 
household packaging.   

Or you could use the backboard 
from a cheap notepad, or a 
board-backed envelope.

You can weave on almost 
anything!

Trace the outline and notches 
onto your card.  

Alternatively, cut out the loom 
template and glue it to your 
surface, instead (use a solid 
glue, such as Pritt Stick).  

You may wish to photocopy the 
template first! 

You will also 
need...
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...a needle

Knitters or needlepointers may 
already own a stray bodkin 
needle (size 13 through to 17 
should be fine, although it will 
depend on the thickness of your 
yarn).  A bodkin is ideal.

However, if you don't already 
own a bodkin needle, never fear 
– a simple hairclip will be 
absolutely fine, instead!

             

Simply clip your yarn into place.  
You don't need to struggle with 
threading the eye of a needle, 
or worry about your yarn slipping 
out while you weave.  

The slight curve of the hairclip 
even makes the over-under 
motion of weaving easier!

Even if you own a bodkin 
needle, consider using a 

hairclip, instead!

Warp your 
loom

(method 1)
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The warp is the yarn 
running vertically, up and 
down the loom. You will 
be weaving over and 
under the warp to create 
the fabric of your 
bookmark.

Choose a strong, non-
elastic thread (such as 
perle cotton) to warp 
your loom.  Avoid plied 
yarns, which have a 
tendency to separate.  

Slot warp yarn through 
the first corner notch of 
loom, from back to front 
(you can start at any 
corner), leaving a tail of 
approx 3”.  Slot yarn 
back through to reverse 
of loom, in the parallel 
notch at opposite end of 
loom to your starting 
corner.  

Bring the warp back 
through to the front of 
the loom in the adjacent 
notch.

There will be no vertical 
threads running up and 
down the reverse of the 
loom, using this warping 
method. 



Warp your Loom
(method 1 cont.)
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Continue warping across the 
loom (see right).  

On the reverse of the loom, you 
will need to secure the loose 
warp ends.

Use a needle to thread through 
the notch loops at top and 
bottom of loom (as shown 
above and below).

Alternatively, you can simply 
weave the warp ends through 
front and back of a few notches, 
to wedge in place.

             

Warp your 
Loom

(method 2)
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See 'Warp Your Loom 
(method 1)' for choosing 
a warp yarn, etc. 

Slot warp yarn through 
the first corner notch of 
loom, from back to front 
(you can start at any 
corner), leaving a tail of 
approx 3”.  Slot yarn 
back through to reverse 
of loom, in the parallel 
notch at opposite end of 
loom to your starting 
corner.  

Bring the warp down the 
reverse of the loom, then 
back through to the front 
in the notch adjacent to 
your starting place.

All warps on front of 
loom will run in same 
direction.

Continue warping across 
loom, as shown right.

Once you have finished 
warping, the reverse will 
look similar to the front of 
the loom, except for the 
2 loose warp ends.  

Weave the warp ends 
through front and back of 
a few notches to secure.



Weaving!
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It doesn't matter whether you 
weave from right to left or left to
right: do whatever feels natural.

Thread needle with no more than 
36” (approx.) weft. Weave the 
needle over and under alternate 
warps.  Pull the yarn through to 
the opposite side, leaving a tail 
of approx. 1-2” in starting corner. 

The weft should form an arc as it 
is pulled through (see above). 
Use your fingertips to push the 
weft down into a straight line.

The sides
At the end of your first row, 
simply reverse direction. Weave 
needle under and over the 
opposite warp threads, and 
draw weft through to other side. 

Always remember to arc the 
weft rather than pulling 

straight across.

This will help maintain an even 
tension, which in turn will help 
prevent drawing in (the fabric 
becoming narrower at the top 
than the bottom).

Try to leave a-little-but-not-too-
much slack at end of each row.

Changing weft 
yarns
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When you have run out of weft 
in your needle, or if you want to 
change yarns to suit your design: 

1.  Stop weaving partway across 
a row, leaving a tail of weft on 
reverse side of the weaving.

2. Re-thread needle, and 
continue weaving in the same 
direction, across the same row, 
as if you had continued with the 
original weft yarn.

3.  Leave a tail of approx. 1” of 
the new weft on reverse of 
weaving.

Both tails will be held secure by 
subsequent rows of weaving.

Choose a weft 
yarn
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First, choose your weft yarn.  

Consider the end product: you 
are weaving a bookmark, so you 
should avoid bulky yarns.  You 
need to be able to close your 
book!

I have a large stash of stranded 
cotton embroidery thread, and 
this works well.  However, 
thinner yarns will always take 
longer to weave than thicker 
ones.

Alternatively, weave a miniature 
wallhanging on your bookmark 
loom, and you can use whatever 
bulky or textured yarns you like!

Think about colours before you 
begin.  You may weave entirely 
in one yarn; however, if you 
want to use more than one 
colour, lay them out before you 
begin.  This will help you to 
decide which order to use them, 
and in what proportion.  

Remember that you can 
change colours whenever 

you like – be creative!

If weaving with method 2, 
choose a weft to match your 
warp, as the warp will be your 
fringe.

             

Tidying
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Once you have completed your 
weaving (see 'Finishing'), you 
can hide the weft tails by 
darning them back into the 
reverse of your finished piece 
with a needle.

Alternatively, trim off the ends 
then cover the reverse of your 
piece with a rectangle of fabric.  
Try self-adhesive felt, or use 
iron-on interfacing to back with 
your choice of fabric or perhaps 
a broad ribbon.

If you don't have the inclination 
to tidy up the reverse of your 
bookmark:  

Tie each set of 2 warp ends 
together (don't pull tight or you 
will distort the weaving) then 
trim the ends off short. Don't 
worry: it won't unravel!

             



A bookmarkFinishing
(method 2)
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With this method, you can stop 
weaving once you reach your 
preferred length, & tie your 
fringes at any stage.

To finish, take a pair of scissors 
& cut through the warp threads 
halfway down the reverse of the 
loom.

Taking 2 adjacent warp threads 
at a time, draw warp back to the 
right side of the loom, and tie 
overhand knots along the top 
and bottom edges of your 
weaving.

As there are an odd number of 
warps to this loom, I tied them 
off in groups of 2, 2, 3, 2, & 2.

Trim fringe to preferred length.

What next?
If you've caught the weaving bug 
& would like further inspiration 
for re-purposing everyday items 
or gifts for friends, check out the 
range of D.I.Y. Weaving & 
Friendship Kits available from 
www.tanglecrafts.co.uk.  More 
ideas are added regularly, & 
currently include:

Mark My Words Comb Loom
Play Your Cards Right Loom

RagBag Comb & Board Loom
Mail Art Weaving Postcards

Weave an ATC/ACEO Kit

Finishing
(method 1)
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Continue weaving until you 
literally can't fit the needle back 
through the warp, right up to the 
top loops.

Gently ease the warp loops from 
the notches.

At this stage, you could still 
choose to make a miniature wall-
hanging rather than a bookmark. 
 Simply slide the loops onto a 
short length of dowel rod, a 
twig, or even a pencil!  Do this at 
both ends, or follow fringing 
instructions for bottom edge.

Woven with 9 shades of 
(overdyed) 6-ply embroidery 
floss, approx. 20 yards in total.

Warped and finished using 
method 2.  Additional fringing 
could be added using method 1, 
looping through the first row of 
weaving.

Tying a fringe
(method 1)
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This method of fringing creates a 
much denser fringe than example 
shown right, which was warped 
& finished with method 2.

To add a fringe to your 
bookmark: 

1.  Cut a 20cm length of yarn for 
each warp loop, in a shade 
chosen to co-ordinate or contrast 
with your weaving.
2.  Double over one length of 
yarn, and thread the folded end 
through the first warp loop (you 
may find it easier to release and 
fringe one warp loop at a time).  
3.  Pull partway through, then 
stop.  
4.  Thread the tails of your 
length of yarn through the loop 
at the folded end.  
5.  Carefully, pull the tails 
through, sliding the 'knot' down 
to secure a tassel through the 
warp loop.  
6.  Repeat for each warp loop.  
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