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This PDF freebie is copyright to TangleCrafts, so please don't copy, sell, or 
otherwise distribute/profit from these instructions.  Feel free to link back directly 
to this page/website, though - and of course, you have every right to sell the 
cardholders you make!  
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1.  Choose a piece of A4 paper (standard copier 
paper, or paper of similar size/proportions).  You 
will need 2 pieces the same size for the 
cardholder project, but just one for the cover.

My paper is printed on one side (a piece of 
packaging that went wrong).  The printed side 
won't be visible once the cardholder is complete, 
so it's a great way of using up printer/copier 
waste.

2.  Find the centre of the shortest edge, by 
folding or measuring (see arrows!).  

Fold down the top edge, approx. 2mm short of 
the centre point.

3.  Fold the bottom edge, upwards approx. 2mm 
short of the centre point, so that the 2 edges 
don't quite meet.
Find the centre of the longest edge (shown with 
dotted line).  Fold and crease, then unfold.

4.  Fold the left hand side inwards toward the 
centre crease, stopping approx. 2mm short.

5.  Repeat step 4 from right hand side.

Your cardholder cover is complete!
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Part 2: The Pages
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1.  Choose a second piece of paper, the same 
size as your first.  I used a contrasting colour, to 
my cover, but you can use whatever you like.
(This was another great opportunity to re-use a 
lovely piece of recycled paper I thought I had 
wasted.  As you can see, it is again printed on 
one side, but the printing won't be visible in the 
finished cardholder.)

Cut the page in half down the longest length.

2.  I have labelled the cut paper pieces a and b. 
With blank side facing you, Fold a into quarters, 
in a zig-zag fashion. 

4.  Make sure the lengthways fold is along the 
bottom side of b.

Unfold zig-zags of both a and b.

Slot a into b, so it is supported by the fold.

5.  Photo left shows Step 4 from reverse, to 
better show overlapped pages.  Any printing will 
not actually be visible from the right side.

Re-zig-zag the double-layered pages.

a         b

a         

b         

3.  Fold b  in half lengthways, so that it is the 
same length but half the height of a.  Any 
printing you want to hide should be on the inside 
of the fold.
Fold b into quarters, in a zig-zag to match a.

a         

b         
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Part 3: Putting 
it together
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1.  Look at the cardholder cover: the folded in 
sides are open-ended, forming 'pockets'.

Slot the left hand side of the double-layered 
inner zig-zag into the left hand side cover pocket.

2.  Slot the right hand side of the double-layered 
inner zig-zag into the right hand side cover 
pocket, so both ends of the zig-zag are 
secured...et voila!  Your cardholder wallet with 2 
back-to-back pockets is complete!

What can I use my cardholder wallet for?
See title, above!   It's just a fun way to store anything vaguely business card/ATC-sized, or 
anything that will fold down to that size.  If you are giving a gift card as a present, why not 
personalise a cardholder wallet as a unique accessory, to accompany it?

But I really don't need a cardholder...
Okay, I'll accept not everyone needs a cardholder, but everyone – surely! - needs just one 
more notebook...!  Instead of making the zig-zag inserts, cut pages to a quarter or your 
original page size.  Fold down centre (so individual pages are now one eighth your 
original page size).  Staple pages down the folded centre crease.  Slot outer pages into 
the cover pockets.  Easy!

3.  Would you like more pockets?  With just 1 
more sheet of paper you can make a total of 6 
pockets for your cardholder wallet!

Repeat steps 1-5 of Part 2: Pages, so that you 
have 2 double-layered zig-zag strips.

Slot the left hand side of the first zig-zag into the 
left cover pocket, and the right hand side of the 
second zig-zag into the right cover pocket.

Use a glue runner or stapler to join the 2 zig-zag 
sections together in the centre.  Don't forget to 
seal the sides of the central card pockets!
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