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upcycled postage stamp artwork by Su Mwamba
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box

on a nice uniform project composed of 
definitives from only one country).  And 
this sometimes results in frustrating 
gaps that are sometimes simply not quite 
stamp-sized...

There seem to be 3 logical ways to 
resolve this problem: 

1.  Overlap.  Depending on your collage 
style, this is probably the easiest 
solution.  If you cover more of the 
adjacent stamp than you would ideally
like, well, sometimes c'est la vie...
2.  Give up. Sometimes the most 
practical solution is to stop trying to fill 
that one odd-shaped gap, and re-shuffle 
everything around it, to simply make 
the problem go away! (Don't judge me!)
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Microscope
Making a collage out of postage stamps 
is quite like completing a jigsaw without 
a picture on the box to guide you: you 
just keep sifting through the pieces, 
finding ones that work well together.  
The problem, however, with creating a 
jigsaw puzzle from postage stamps is 
that they don't come pre-cut into 
handily interlocking, neatly aligning 
pieces (unless you happen to be working 
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3. Persist. If you keep on searching for 
long enough (minutes, hours, 
days...months?), you might find a teeny 
tiny stamp that actually does fill the 
gap (and required colour), perfectly!

Depending on how many tens or  
hundreds and thousands of stamps you 
have at your disposal, Option 3 will be, 
accordingly, less or more viable. (For 
the record, I am 'lucky'/obsessed 
enough to have many hundreds and 
thousands of stamps at my disposal.)  
When I first  started collaging with 
stamps, teeny tiny stamps were like 
gold dust (by which I mean rare, not 
powdery); and the odds of one of those 
teeny tiny stamps happening to be in 
just the right shade of just the right 
colour were probably not high. 
However, now that my collection has 
grown to ridiculous extremes, I have a 
fairly sizeable selection of (real, postally 
viable) miniature stamps in one quite 
small box.

Here in the UK, our smallest standard 
stamp is the Machin definitive – the 
perfect size, I'm sure you will recall, for 
the average Borrower to hang as a 
portrait on the wall; and also a fairly 
standard size for definitives around the 
world, although they vary by a 
millimetre here and there. However 
some countries at different points in 
history have issued stamps at about half 
that size, and some – rare & more gold 

dusty – even smaller!

The stamps shown above are just a 
sampling from my collection, with a 
Machin included for size comparison. 
Some are only fractionally narrower 
than the Machin, but in terms of 
collage, sometimes that is enough to 
make a big difference. You have to 
think those tiny stamps can't have been 
very practical in terms of postal use 
(faffy little things!), but for me, for 
filling those irksome little otherwise-
unfillable spaces, they have been 
invaluable. 

Recently I came across this tiny 
specimen from Columbia -

– half the size of their more common 
half-size stamps, at 12 x 16mm small 
(see comparison at top of next page).  

Follow @TangleCrafts on twitter.com 
© 2018, Su Mwamba – TangleCrafts.co.uk



It isn't the first of this particular stamp 
to star in my collection, but it was this 
newer acquisition that got me to 
wondering if it was actually the 
smallest stamp that had ever been 
issued, or if there was potentially 
another country even crazier! And 
according to the interweb, there are 
several (although not many), and I had 
already come across most of them in my 
many happy hours of stamp-sorting. 
You’ll be relieved to hear, however, that 
I have never owned and collaged one of 
these:
Apparently, the smallest 
stamp in the world was 
another Columbia issue 
(province of Bolivar), in 1863-6, and 
even smaller than the one I found, 
measuring only 8 x 9.5 mm. Shown 
above at approx. actual size, that really 
is a stamp fit for a Borrower!

I would assume that most of these tiny 
stamps exist for reasons of economy – 
either to represent the smallest 
denominations of currency, or to reduce 
production costs (or both). Regardless 
of the reasons for their existence, as a 
collage artist I’d like to extend my 
gratitude: these miniature masterpieces 
have been a big help!

What's New?
Additions to the TangleStore since the 
last newsletter – find full details of each 
product online at TangleCrafts.Shop. 

Machin Rainbow Triptych - £50
A new framed original artwork: this 
graduated, ombre effect is the end 
result of hours and hours spent sorting 
through thousands of stamps to find 
over 100 in just the right shades. 
Brighten up any wall or office space in 
an instant!

Pocket Bullet Journal - £12
A sunset of vintage stamps from 
around the world on the cover of a 
handy pocket journal. The printed 
inner layout is perfect for organising 
your daily notes & future plans!

uk offer: free p&p on orders of £10+ with coupon FREEPP18 
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Gallery
Custom projects I have completed since 
the last newsletter.  Notebooks, 
journals, planners & address books can 
all be collaged in your own favourite 
colour combination - check out 
TangleCrafts.com for full details.

WHO AM I & WHAT AM I DOING HERE? 
I'm a part-time artist living in Derby. 
I've always been obsessed with all 
things postal, and grew up in a home 
where upcycling was second nature. 
Discovering the joy of collage enabled 
me to combine those things with an 
inherent love of colour & landscape. 
Creating original pieces of functional 
art at the same time as preserving 
fragments of history is a uniquely 
satisfying ongoing experiment! 

- Su Mwamba, January 2018  

Solve the puzzle to reveal a special offer, valid til 30 July 2018

All Customers
Save £5 on your

next order of £30+ from 
TangleCrafts.com
with coupon code 
MINIMASTER
(expires 31 Dec 2018)
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Find 9 countries in the word square below
(all featured in the tiny stamps photo, p2)
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